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"I am opposed to the 'open door* policy, as I under-
stand it. To open the ports of our new territories free
to the world would have the effect of cheapening or
destroying many of the benefits of territorial acquisition,
which has cost us blood and money. As a nation we are
well qualified to develop and handle the trade of our new
possessions, and by permitting others to come in and
divide the advantages and profits of this trade we not
only wrong our own citizens, who should be given prefer-
ence, but exhibit a weakness that ill becomes a nation of
our prominence."
This is exactly the view which was held in Spain,
France, Holland, and England in the eighteenth century,
and upon which the navigation system, against which
our fathers revolted, was founded. If we adopt this
view we may count upon it that we shall be embroiled
in constant wars with other nations, which will not con-
sent that we should shut them out of parts of the earth's
surface until we prove that we can do it by force. Then
we shall be parties to a renewal of all the eighteenth
century wars for colonies, for supremacy on the sea, for
"trade," as the term is used, for world supremacy, and
for all the rest of the heavy follies from which our fathers
fought to free themselves. That is the policy of Russia
and France at the present time, and we have before our
eyes proofs of its effect on the peace and welfare of man-
kind.
Our modern protectionists have always told us that
the object of their policy is to secure the home market
They have pushed their system to an extravagant excess.
The free traders used to tell them that they were con-
structing a Chinese wall. They answered that they
wished we were separated from other nations by a gulf
of fire. Now it is they who are crying out that they are